
The Summer Reading Challenge—a national initiative that helps boost children’s reading skills and confidence
while encouraging a lifelong love of reading wil take part this coming summer, 2026. 

During the challenge, children can read anything they choose over the summer holidays and collect free
rewards along the way. The programme runs throughout the holidays and is open to all children aged 4–11.

Lewisham are also hosting a special awards ceremony at Catford Broadway on 29th October for children who
read all 6 books. The award ceremony will be a fantastic opportunity for families to celebrate the achievements
of all the children who took part in the challenge.

If you have any questions or would like to discuss arrangements, please do not hesitate to get in touch. They
are looking forward to working with families and inspiring pupils this summer.

For more information - Click Here
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Holiday Activity Vouchers
To support families with FSM eligible children, Lewisham will be providing vouchers for the Summer Holidays,
2026 for holiday activities. One voucher per child will be allocated. Brindishe Schools will distribute your
vouchers from 16th June. Please contact the school office if you have any questions or queries.  

Catford Library Summer Reading Challenge 2026

Online Safety Bulletin
Digital Footprints

When we go online, we create a digital footprint, which is a record of
what we do online. This can be by visiting websites, sharing photos,
liking or commenting on other people’s posts or playing games. 

It is important that children are aware of the digital footprint that
they are creating and the lasting effect it can have. Childline
provides further information about digital footprints, including
advice on how to protect our privacy online: CLICK HERE

https://libraries.lewisham.gov.uk/digital-content/summer-reading-challenge-2026
https://www.childline.org.uk/info-advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/taking-care-your-digital-footprint/


Rights Respecting Article   
World Refugee Day
World Refugee Day is an international day designated by the United Nations to honour refugees around the
globe. 

It falls each year on June 20th and celebrates the strength and courage of people who have been forced to flee
their home country to escape conflict or persecution. 

‘Refugee Week’ occurs at the same time as World Refugee Day and is a UK-wide festival celebrating the
contributions, creativity and resilience of refugees and people seeking sanctuary. 

Article 10 (family reunification) 
Governments must respond quickly and sympathetically if a child or their parents apply to live together in the
same country. If a child’s parents live apart in different countries, the child has the right to visit and keep in
contact with both of them.

Article 22 (refugee children) 
If a child is seeking refuge or has refugee status, governments must provide them with appropriate protection
and assistance to help them enjoy all the rights in the Convention. Governments must help refugee children
who are separated from their parents to be reunited with them.

Paddington Bear was a refugee. Read some of his story or watch the Paddington film and then discuss with your
child at home how you think Paddington felt when he was in the lifeboat after leaving Aunt Lucy in Peru or how
he felt being at the train station on his own. How do you think he felt when he met the Brown family? 

If you had to flee your home suddenly, what would you take with you? 

This year’s theme is ‘Courage’ – celebrating the strength it takes to seek safety, rebuild lives, and contribute to
our communities. 

Lewisham will be marking the week with arts and culture festivals. Click the Lewisham Logo link below to
discover a plethora of events in Lewisham including ‘Under 5s Rhymes & Stories: Refugee Week Special’  and
‘Craft Club’ this coming Sunday at Deptford Lounge

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q9n1plse2K4
https://lewisham.gov.uk/inmyarea/events/refugee-week
https://www.paddington.com/us/heritage/paddington/






Governing Body meetings are regular and meet every half term. Parents/carers are more than welcome to
attend our meetings as ‘observers’. This means you can sit and observe the meeting but will be unable to
speak/comment and would need to leave the meeting during confidential items. 

If you would like to know more about the governing body or you would like to attend one of our meetings,
please email Rachel Waite - rawaite@brindisheschools.org. An email to confirm attendance at the meeting will
need to be received before a parent/carer can join the meeting. 

Our last meeting for 2025/2026 will be held on Tuesday 14  July at Brindishe Lee School - 6pm. th

Brindishe Schools Governing Body

End of Summer Term - Friday 17  Julyth

Start of Autumn Term 2026 - Thursday 3  September 2026rd

INSET DAY - Friday 27  November 2026th

Key Federation Dates

mailto:rawaite@brindisheschools.org


Looking for things to do in Lewisham? The What’s On for Young People in Lewisham 2026 guide brings
together a wide range of free and low-cost activities for young people of all ages, all in one place.

From sports and fitness sessions like football, boxing, basketball and swimming, to creative and performing
arts, including theatre, dance, music, writing and sewing, the guide highlights opportunities across the

borough that support wellbeing, creativity and confidence. There’s also information on youth clubs, outdoor
activities, cooking projects, activism and volunteering, plus details of local libraries, leisure centres and

council-run youth services.

Whether you’re a young person looking for something new to try, a parent or carer supporting activities
outside school, or a professional working with young people, this guide makes it easy to see what’s available,

where it’s happening and how to get involved.

The full guide can be found with this newsletter
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